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Since emerging from a 16-yedr civil war, northern Sri Lanka wow offers an
enticing glimpse of Tamil culture and hospitality as well us a divinely pretty
coastline. emerald-green forest and coconut-infused eurries

WORDS: Mark Strallon
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SRI LANKA

L T8 FIVE YEARS

sipee e Sri Lankaon militavy defeated the Tamil
Tigers i northern 811 Lanka. So when tellow
agssenpet Me Kumarasooriya looks over his
ghoulder as mr hlioe, wooden ferry draws eloser
w Delft sland and whispeva, “There ara still
warailitacies on oar island”, T'n taken aback.

“Lagre are lamil Tigers here on Delftd " [asky

“Wia, Lhey were annihiated,” says
Kumarasonriva. Fe leoks aroond again.

“["aey're the Helam Peaple® Demacratic Party

EPDT | Thzv still want 8 separate Tamil state
an:l theyre oooupving niy sister's house without
paying renl”

The seexls of Br1 Lankan Tamil zadiealizm
were alveady boing sowr hy the time of Ceylon's
fits former rame) independence from Britan
i 194, as nationalism fermented amang the
islancd’s Sinhalsse Buddbish magority. Towonld
lead to diseriminatory policies against the
minority Tamils, Hindns wha largely inhahit the
novth and east, By 1983, after 4 bloody, island-
wide pogvoragainst lamils, the Libevation
Tigers of Tanil Telam (Tamil Tigers eountered
with a violent eumpaign of terror, infamously
sharacterised v suicide hombings, They
saeved out a de facto Tamil state in Sri
Lanka'’ fae novth. This fell dueing the
worerrnment’s mass v milita-y oflimsivein
woikg-5, which ohliterated the Tigers and killed
Lheiv mercuzial leader, Yelupillai Prabhakaran.
Adter the brutal campaizgn, which left up to
$0,0000 Tamils dead, “he aovth lay in roins.

& tter 30 yvears of sel = mpesed exile nthe UK
to escapeths trouh es, Knmarasoariva reccnotly
cetuarned te hekp with the retuilding efforts oo
Lhelft — now a peaceful sropical island warmed
[ s 1tey sec breeres.
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Typical of the Tamil hespitalite P to receivs
all weeli on the Jaffra Peninsula, Enmarasooriva
slielves his plans and takes me aronnd Delfiin
adwhe-take. We visit a chonky 17th-century fort
Eilt by the Dt who ol the islied; stip
hy his ralatives to share cocomot-infosed morriesg
sigh at white-sand beaches, and savenr the matty
westivsess of Leshily Lapped palin wone toddy,

*There's nel naneh water so people drink toddy
Il sodas,” savs Kumarasooriva, Tilile woides
the mlanders have permansntsmilas on their
faces, And as for the HPIXYP? ‘These deps thew're
alegitimate pelitical party, Yet they really do
aooupy Kumaresoorivas sister’s honse,

The: S 4840 teain Crom Colombo cat Les
rorthwards e11 day boumil for Jatbna, IEamy
cf northern Svi Lanka's reconstruction projects
symbaolises attemated rennification of the
L clivided conymunities its this new raihre
line Fror the capital, i thee seoth, Toclled Ty
oups of sugary, meolky tea | settle infor &
s17-mile seenie vide through the fertile farmland
of the Sinhalaze central heartiand before
ertering e Vanni region eorth of Vavuuiva,

a Tamil stronghold,

Beyord Kilinoehehi. new track crosses
Wephant Pass causeway: an umnbilical cord
squeezed by shallow lazoons that joins
Jaffna Pepinsla woomainland Sk Tanka.
Therealter, with Buddhist efvguaz left behind,
riotous eonvie hooli-lile gopureh temple owars
depieting Hindo geds tise slove (e vioe paddies
aml watery maorass of lagoons en route to Jallna
Cily: Tha faal battles by passed the city »

Pravious pages: Mallu S andasearny Temple.
Clockwize from top left: Crossirg |5 ands Causeway,
Jaffria Fisking Walvett Uucal: mank, Sigioga
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